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LABOR ASSUMES POWER 


LABOR Government rules the desti- 

nies of the British Empire. This, the 
most momentous political change in a cen- 
tury, leaves the British public singularly 
unperturbed. Despite the frantic efforts 
of Lord Rothermere and the strident ap- 
peal of Winston Churchill to save Britain 
from “appalling calamity,” the Liberal 
Party voted on January 21 almost unani- 
mously with Labor to replace the Baldwin 
Government by Ramsay MacDonald and 
his Socialist and Trade-Union associates. 

Obviously, being a minority party with 
only 31 per cent of the votes in the House 
of Commons, the Labor Government will 
either be very short-lived or will confine 
its active program to such policies and leg- 
islation as meet general Liberal approval. 
In domestic matters, indications are not 
lacking that radical Socialist legislation 
will either be delayed or else introduced in 
the form of private bills, the defeat of 
which would not involve the fall of the 
Government. In foreign affairs essential 
agreement with Liberal opinion will be 
much less difficult. Therefore, in this field, 
rather than in such highly contentious leg- 
islation as the capital levy, will Labor be 
likely first to develop a thorough policy. 

Towards Russia, Labor has already 
clearly indicated its attitude. The Soviet 
Government will be recognised promptly. 
To this action, there will probably be no 
serious opposition. Indeed, according to a 
recent statement in this country by one of 
the most powerful leaders of the Conserva- 
tive party, the resumption of normal diplo- 
matic relations with Moscow will be heart- 
ily approved by British opinion. 

Towards France, the occupation of the 
Ruhr and the rehabilitation of Germany, 
Ramsay MacDonald, who is to be his own 
Foreign Minister, will probably develop 
his policy slowly. 


No immediate break with France is like- 
ly. Though proposals such as the revision 
of the Treaty of Versailles, an impartial 
investigation of the causes of the war, the 
modification of the French régime in the 
Rhineland and the Ruhr, the beginning of 
payment by France of her debt to Britain, 
may be considered, they will almost cer- 
tainly not be formally proposed until all 
efforts to work with France have failed. 

The two sub-committees of the Repara- 
tion Commission now studying German 
internal and external finance will be cor- 
dially supported. An international econ- 
omic conference to consider all aspects of 
the problems of inter-Allied debts and re- 
parations may later be proposed if the 
work of the two expert committees seems 
to prepare the way and if there is a prob- 
ability of the United States Government 
cooperating. 

MacDonald shares the belief that Britain 
and the United States have essentially the 
same interests in Europe—peace and the 
re-establishment of normal opportunities 
for trade. 

The new Premier has already announced 
his cordial support of the League of Na- 
tions and his determination to use it as 
an instrument for European appeasement 
and rehabilitation wherever possible. 
However, he has with equal clearness in- 
dicated that he will not permit French con- 
trol of League agencies to estop helpful 
actions through other means. He will also 
urge the admission of Germany and Russia 
to the League and possibly modifications 
in the Covenant similar to those proposed 
by the Bok Peace Prize plan — the drop- 
ping of Articles X and XVI. 

To many American groups hitherto ir- 
reconcilable Labor’s foreign policy will ap- 
peal powerfully. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 
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Poincaré Upheld 

INCARE’S radical proposals to im- 
prove France’s financial position* have 
been supported by two overwhelming votes 
of confidence in the Chamber of Deputies. 
None the less, many political writers in 
the French press, including the Temps 
foresee serious difficulties ahead for the 
French Premier. Groups led by Herriot, 
the radical mayor of Lyons, are optimis- 
tically preparing for the coming elections. 


The Bok Investigation 
H AVE such staunch irreconcilables as 
Senators Reed, of Missouri, and Moses 
joined in a conspiracy to stimulate inter- 
est in the referendum on the Bok Peace 
Prize essay? Their decision to insist on a 
“ horough” investiyation of the American 
ace Award’s activities has already at- 
icted wide public attention to the sub- 
‘t and if the investigation is long con- 
cted will doubtless measurably increase 
» success of the referendum. The donor 
the award and his associates have no- 
ing to hide. 
U. S. Relations With Mexico 

HE WASHINGTON ADMINISTRA- 
TION continues logically to develop its 
icy of friendly intervention in Mexican 
fairs in support of President Obregon. 
uring the past week Mexican Govern- 
ent troops have been permitted to pass 
Larough United States territory in order 
more quickly to reach the scene of action. 
De la Huerta’s announced blockade of the 
Port of Tampico has been “postponed” as 
a result of the vigorous protest of the 
State Department followed by the sending 
of the Cruiser Richmond to Tampico. 
Secretary Hughes now further demands 
that the mining of the Port of Tampico be 
immediately discontinued and the harbor 
made safe for the “commerce” of the 
world. In the event this is not done, the 
United States Government will, it was 
unnounced January 21, “‘be constrained to 
idont appropriate measures to protect its 
‘ommerce and its nationals from the grave 

ind imminent danger involved.” 


Britain Recognizes Greek Government 
HE British Foreign Office has recog- 
nized the Venizelos Government in 

yreece. This prompt action will do much 
to strengthen the new régime and make 
possible a fair plebiscite to determine the 
future form of the Greek Government. 
Similar action by the United States would 
still further strengthen Venizelos in his 
efforts to re-establish peace and parlia- 
mentary institutions. 


Davis to Allocate Memel 
NOTHER American heads a League 
of Nations Commission. Norman H. 
Davis, Under-Secretary of State in the 
Wilson Administration and financial ad- 
viser of the American delegation to the 


° Summarized in last week's Bulletin (Vol. III, No. 10, Jan- 
wary 18). 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 


Two 


oma 


Paris Peace Conference, sailed January 16, 
to preside over the League of Nations 
investigation of the status of the territory 
of Memel. The definite status of this ter- 
ritory which, by the Treaty of Versailles, 
was relinquished by Germany in favor of 
the Allied and Associated Powers, has not 
yet been established. Lithuania, who now 
holds it, claims possession on the ground 
that it comprises its chief outlet to the sea. 
Poland, however, has insisted on special 
rights in Memel, because of its location a 
the mouth of the River Niemen, which i 
one of the most important navigabl 
streams connecting Eastern Poland wit 
the Baltic. It is hoped that Mr. Davis an 
his two associates will be able to report t 
the League a satisfactory solution of thi 
question. 
Italian Elections 
N ANNOUNCEMENT was made i 
Rome, January 21, that the Parlie 
mentary elections will be held either o 
April 6 or April 13. This will be the firs 
election under the Fascisti régime and wi 
be especially interesting because it will in 
augurate a new electoral system. Accore 
ing to this plan, the political party obtain 
ing a plurality of the votes cast through 
out the country will be allotted two-third 
of the total number of seats in the Parlia 
ment, provided its plurality amounts t 
one-fourth of the total number of vote 
cast. The concensus of opinion appears t 
be that under this arrangement Mussolin 
will have complete Parliamentary control 


Report on Separatism in Palatinate 


OBERT McNEILL, Under-Secretar: 
for Foreign Affairs, announced in thi 
House of Commons, January 21, the find 
ings of the British Consul-General at Mun 
ich, in reference to the so-called “autono- 
mous government” of the Bavarian Palati- 
nate to the effect that according to the As- 
sociated Press summary “this government 
could never have come into existence with- 
out French support and would immediate- 
ly have been driven out if French support 
were withdrawn.” This Poincaré cate- 
gorically denies. 
F. P. A. Pamphlets 
WO pamphlets are being mailed to 
members this week — “The Franco- 
German Crisis,” by Judge Lebbeus R. Wil- 
fley; and “Reparations and Public Opin- 
ion,” by Mr. Roland W. Boyden. 

A limited number of Dr. Harry Emer- 
son Fosdick’s “A Christian Crusade 
Against War” are available at the F. P. A. 
headquarters for free distribution and wil! 
be torwarded on request. 

Massachusetts Members Please Note! 

LL members in the State of Massa- 

chusetts are requested to remit their 
membership fees direct to our Boston Com- 
mittee, 31 St. James Avenue, Boston; Mrs. 
Roland G. Hopkins, Chairman. 
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